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Volume 7 of a magnificent undertaking that 
FonoForum has termed "the most complete complete 
recording" of recording history: this month the Leipzig 
String Quartet presents Schubert's Quartets in G 
minor and D major and the Fragment in C minor, and 
there is more yet to come.... 

Independent Venture 

Schubert developed his fascination for chamber music 
in the home and at an age when today's children are 
mesmerized by video games. At sixteen, when he 
finally began private instruction in composition with 
the renowned graybeard Antonio Salieri, he had 
already composed the famous String Quartet in D 
major  
(D 94): an early and enthralling independent venture 
out onto the breakneck terrain of quartet acrobatics. 

The Quartet Challenge 

At eighteen, when he was between his second and 
third symphonies, Schubert returned to the quartet 
with the little String Quartet in G minor (D 173). It 
defies the laws of musical gravity and makes the 
exceptional seem second nature. After another 
"quartet dry spell" Schubert rose to the quartet 
challenge again at twenty-three. Why did he leave the 
captivating Quartet D 703 unfinished? Listen and 
decide! 

 
 

It's unanimous! 

"Another highly desirable Schubert CD....The 
recordings are superb" (Classic FM) 
"Exemplary Schubert performance - compelling 
authenticity!" (FonoForum) 
"What expressive worlds open up here!" (NZfM) 
"An impressive, well-recorded, highly recommendable 
effort" (Fanfare) 

Just available 

Schubert, Complete String Quartets: 
Vol. 1 G major D 887 etc. MDG 307 0601-2 
Vol. 2 A minor D 804 etc.  MDG 307 0602-2 
Vol. 3 Quintet D 956 etc.  MDG 307 0603-2 
Vol. 4 D minor D 810 etc.  MDG 307 0604-2 
Vol. 5 D 87, 74, 103  MDG 307 0605-2 
Vol. 6 D 36 and 112  MDG 307 0606-2 
 
further recordings: 
Beethoven, String Quartet c sharp minor op. 131 
    MDG 307 0550-2 
Beethoven, String Quartets F major op. 59,1 + 14,1 
    MDG 307 0707-2 
Schönberg, String Quartet No. 1 op. 7 
    MDG L 3462 
Blacher/Lutoslawski, String Quartets 
    MDG L 3507 
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Webern,              
Complete String Quartets     MDG 307 0589-2 


