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Music to Our Ears

The Leipzig String Quartet on MDG has celebrated
major triumphs with Schubert, Brahms, and
Beethoven ... and Mozart is next. The competition can
envy but not match this ensemble opening up "new
dimensions" (FonoForum) with its "simply delightful"
interpretations (Classic CD).

Haydn on Mozart

The "Haydn Quartets” KV 387 and 421 are by Mozart
and were performed at his home in the GroR3e
Schulerstr. No. 846 in Vienna in 1785. The strict
teacher whose name they bear was in attendance and
wrote to the twenty-seven-year-old composer's father,
"l say to you before God, your son is the greatest
composer | know." Haydn was almost rendered
speechless.

Critical Hearing

As enthusiastic as Haydn himself may have been,
Vienna critics received Mozart's quartets with
skepticism. Mozart's clear and deliberate departure
from banal divertimento bowing-and-fingering meant
for one critic that he "presuming too much," and
another heard in the quartets "music for holding one's
ears."

The Leipzig String Quartet has earned enthusiastic
reviews for its extensive repertoire recorded
exclusively on MDG. The reviews of its Beethoven
edition would be music to the master's ears:

"Most highly recommended" (Stereoplay)

"Perfectly" (Diapason)

"Most attractive" (Gramophone)

"Well done" (Répertoire)

"Most sophisticated" (BBC)

"A just as utopian as perfectly executed recording”
(FonoForum)

"Excellent job" (Fanfare)

Franz Schubert:
Complete String Quartets
Vol. 1-9 MDG 307 0601-2 bis 307 0609-2

Ludwig van Beethoven: String Quartets
op. 59,3 and 74 MDG 307 0852-2
op. 131 and 135 MDG 307 0820-2
op. 18,1 and 18,4 MDG 307 0853-2
op.59,1and 14,1 MDG 307 0707-2

W. A. Mozart: String Quartets KV 575, 589 & 590

MDG 307 0936-2 (2 CDs for 1)
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