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Heartstrings 
No other composer is as close to the heart of the 
Leipzig String Quartet than Felix Mendelssohn: “If 
there is a Leipzig sound, this is it!” (New York Times). 
Vol. 1 of his quartets immediately found its place in 
the top listings of the international music press. 

Shining Perfection 
The quartets dedicated to Crown Prince Oscar of 
Sweden and published by Mendelssohn in 1839 as 
his op. 44 outshine all that came before them in their 
melodic perfection and sophisticated balance. In 
contrast, the “pilot compositions” of his op. 12, which 
he published at the age of eighteen, suggest conflict, 
seeking, and questioning. 

Honeymooners 
The enchanting music of the elves from  A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream is also heard in the 
scherzo of the Quartet in E minor — which is hardly 
surprising, since this group of works was composed in 
1837, when Mendelssohn, successful as a composer 
and much sought after by publishers, finally found 
some peace and quiet on his honeymoon. 

Performance Standards 
“This is the finest playing one could ever hope to 
hear” (Classic CD); “First rate performance” (BBC); 
“Perfect” (Diapason); “Most attractive” (Gramophone); 
“Standard-setting” {FonoForum). 
 
Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy: 
Complete String Quartets Vol. 1: op. 12+ 13 
MDG 307 1055-2  NMZ-Toplist 

Fanfare Want-List 
 
Franz Schubert:     
Complete String Quartets  
Vol. 1-9   MDG 307 0601-2 to 307 0609-2 
 
W. A. Mozart:  
String Quartets KV 575, 589 & 590 
MDG 307 0936-2 (special price) 
 
 
 
 
 
Andreas Romberg: String Quartets 
Vol.1: op. 1, 1-3     MDG 307 0963-2 
Vol.2: op. 2, 2; 16,2; 30,1 MDG 307 1026-2 
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