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Iya Isanga Bekondo-Granatella, BSc. (Hons), MSc., MBA. 
Kidney Warrior, Quality Assurance Specialist and CEO of the Iya Foundation 

Iya Isanga Bekondo-Granatella was born on August 30, 1982, in Bota Limbe, Cameroon, to the late 
Pa Daniel Enya Bekondo and Rose Mesonge Bekondo. In accordance with their Christian faith, 
Daniel and Rose appointed Mrs. Beatrice Feh Tita and Mildred Ajayi as Iya's Godparents. Iya was 
baptized in December 1982 by Rev. Mbock Tabot and confirmed in her faith on July 31, 1993. Both Iya 
and her mother were devout communicants at the First Presbyterian Church in Metuchen, New 
Jersey, where her mother also served as an elder for six years. 

Iya's life was characterized by humility, kindness, strength, and courage. Her early years in Limbe 
were filled with joy until, at age seven, her mother, Mummy Rose, a registered nurse, observed 
swelling in Iya's face and feet. After consultations with Dr. Mrs. Tchwenko at the Limbe General 
Hospital, Iya was referred to Douala and then to Professor Youmbissi, a nephrologist in Yaounde. 
Thus began Iya's battle with kidney disease, requiring regular trips to Yaounde for treatment every 
three months. 

Despite her health challenges, Iya was a stellar student-exceptionally intelligent, she never 
repeated a class. After successfully passing her GCE Advanced level, Iya's health continued to 
deteriorate despite her mother's medical expertise. She was invited to the USA on a humanitarian 
visa sponsored by Robert Wood Johnson University (RWJU) Hospital, where her older sister, Sharon 
Romero-Ekiti worked. Shortly after arriving the USA, Iya became very ill and experienced cardiac 
arrest. Upon thorough medical examination, the doctors came with the news that both of Iya's 
kidneys had failed. She was intubated and put on a ventilator (vent), and after a few days, the 
hospital informed the family that they had to remove her from the vent due to financial constraints. 
Before discontinuing the vent, one of the nephrologists ordered an emergency hemodialysis 
treatment, and with prayers from family and friends, Iya started breathing on her own. Defying all 
odds, she returned to optimal health and was discharged shortly after, managing her condition with 
daily peritoneal dialysis at home. However, her petite and fragile body could not tolerate the fluid 
volume from peritoneal dialysis without complications, leading to a switch to hemodialysis three 
times a week. 

During the initial phase of her treatment, Iya's older sisters, Sharon and Annie, took turns driving 
her to school and for dialysis. Her lovely mother, Mummy Rose played the most important role of 
accompanying and transporting her to school and for dialysis as well. 

In September 2005, after several years on dialysis, Iya's mother, affectionately known as "fair lady," 
donated one of her kidneys to Iya. By God's grace, both made a full recovery, and Iya was inspired to 
raise awareness about kidney disease. Despite enduring financial hardship and lacking insurance, 
the support from her community was unwavering. Iya's first fundraiser was initiated by a few 
professors and students, raising over $15,000 at a golf event. The Presbyterian Church in Metuchen, 
NJ, where she worshipped, took up the fundraising banner and organized events to help with her 
medical expenses. During this period, Iya attended Middlesex County College in New Jersey, where 
she quickly distinguished herself as an exceptional student. Her professors were impressed by her 
vibrant personality and academic prowess, despite her frequent absences due to health issues. 

These random acts of kindness from people she hardly knew deeply moved and inspired Iya. With 
hard work, faith, and determination, Iya and her close childhood friends started the Iya Foundation 
(TIF), aimed at helping kidney patients in low-income communities in the USA and Cameroon. Over 
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1ya, the Scholar 

Education and Professional Qualifications 
• Presbyterian Youth Center (PYC)
• PNEU Limbe for nursery and primary school.
• 1993-2000: Government High School (GHS) Limbe, GCE "O" and "A" levels.
• 2002-2008: Middlesex College, NJ-USA Associate degree, Biology.
• 2008-2009: Kean University, NJ-USA, BSc. Biotechnology,

Member of Beta Honor Society and Biology club. 
• 2012-2015: New Jersey Institute ofTechnology,

MSc. Pharmaceutical Systems Management. 
Member of the International Society for Pharmaceutical Engineering. 

• 2016-2018: New Jersey Institute of Technology,
MBA in Information System and Management. 

Professional Licenses and Certification 
• Scrum Master Certified (SMC)
• Oracle Business Intelligence Foundation Suite ug (Certified Implementation Specialist)
• Bloomberg Market Concepts.

1ya, the 'Professional 

Employment and Career Growth 
• June 2023 - death: Senior Quality Assurance Specialist - Field QA
• March 2023 - June 2023: Senior Quality Assurance Specialist - Greenlight Biosciences
• March 2018 - March 2022: Quality Assurance Specialist - Dr. Reddy's Laboratories
• September 2018 - September 2021: Lecturer - Kean University
• August 2013 - March 2018: Marketing Associate - BeneCard PBF

1ya, the 'Philanthropist 

Iya's vision was to educate, raise awareness, and ensure early detection of chronic kidney disease in 
the African community. Her nonprofit organization, the Iya Foundation (TIF), focuses on the 
following core areas: 

• Kidney Awareness and Organ Donation
• Fundraising and Events
• Early Detection
• Community Partnerships
• Education and Training

Selected Recognitions 
• In April 2022, the Iya Foundation was recognized by the US House of Congress for outstanding

service to the community.
• From 2017 - Death, Iya served as an American Association of Kidney Patients (AAKP)

Ambassador for New Jersey and Massachusetts.
• On August 13 2014, Iya was invited to the National Press Club in Washington DC, where she

called on President Obama to engage more with the African immigrant community in the US
and highlighted the high risk of kidney disease in the African/black community.
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7. Global Dialysis Initiative - Flagship Project of Iya: This initiative was primarily aimed at
supporting kidney failure patients in developing countries, with a focus on Vascular Access Surgery.
One of the notable achievements of this initiative occurred in 2016 in Buea, Cameroon. Iya through
her Foundation, TIF, donated $8,200 (5,000,000 CFA) to the Buea Regional Haemodialysis Clinic to
support the local Vascular Surgery Program. This donation specifically benefited ten kidney failure
patients who required crucial Vascular Access Surgery and dialysis therapies. The success of this
project was made possible through collaborations with individuals such as Mr. Elvis Wepngong
(OGCEYOD), Mr. Trypheana Ndifor (Project Coordinator), Dr. Mbome (Regional Health Delegate),
Mr. Tambe George (late kidney patient), and Dr. T. Thanks to their collective efforts, the following
patients successfully received their AV fistulas, facilitating their life-saving haemodialysis treatments
and significantly improving their quality of life: Ngala M., Tabukum P., Kumfa E., Norman T., Itoe
M., Njie J., Kulu N., Lanseh P., Baiye S., Agbor L.

The Iya Foundation also donated funds to supplement Epogen administration to patients at the 
BRHC. Approximately sixteen (16) patients have benefitted from this multi-million francs cfa project. 

8. Kidney Disease Awareness and Early Detection Program: Launched in 2011 this project was aimed
at raising awareness among minority groups especially Africans/Blacks who are more susceptible to
heart disease and diabetes which are comorbidities of kidney disease. A standout initiative of this
project was the Patient Support Group Meeting where attendees discussed and shared ideas on how
they could best help themselves cope with kidney disease.

9. Food Donations to Kidney Patients: Launched in 2021 following the outbreak of the COVID
pandemic, this project provided food items to kidney patients in Cameroon through the Iya
Foundation's Kidney Resource Centre every quarter (every three months, four times a year). Food
items provided included rice, beans, washing soap (savon), eggs, garri and palm oil with about 80

kidney patient beneficiaries.

10. Fish Fridays Campaign: This campaign was the pioneer initiative and birth of the Iya
Foundation. Launched in March 2011 to raise funds through the sale of grilled fish, the proceeds
benefitted lowincome patients with end-stage renal disease. Hundreds of people responded to this
campaign, and as a result of this campaign and many others, The Iya Foundation was able to issue
grants for five (5) recipients who received funds ranging from $250 - $1000 in 2014.

Tarewell, 'lya 'lsanga 'Bekondo-Granatella: 1udney, Warrior

Iya's death is a profound loss for all who knew her. She transformed her personal battle into a 
powerful mission, raising awareness and educating the world about kidney disease. Her unwavering 
advocacy for kidney health has etched an indelible legacy that will continue to illuminate the path of 
hope, resilience, and compassion which she so boldly and gracefully embodied. 

Iya leaves behind her beloved mother, "Fair lady'' Mummy Rose, along with her four maternal 
siblings: Sharon Menze Romero-Ekiti, Fred Alobwede Makembe, Prime Kevin Bekondo, and Annie 
Dibeme Bekondo. She is also survived by her devoted partner, Kevin Kemembin; 13 paternal half
siblings, including the oldest, Dr. Mercy Bekondo Akwo Esambe, and the youngest, Iya Emeri 
Bekondo (Coco); as well as aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins, many other relatives, and 
countless dear friends, all of whom deeply mourn the loss of her radiant presence. In her memory, 
her family calls upon everyone to prioritize kidney health and honors the relentless spirit of kidney 
warriors like Iya, who never give up. 

Iya's strength, faith and boundless generosity, has reverberated worldwide, evoking heartfelt tributes 
from all and sundry. Her spirit lives on in the lives she touched and the awareness she championed 
for kidney health. Her life's work and unwavering passion will never be forgotten. 

May the soul of our beloved Kidney queen, Iya Isanga Bekondo-Granatella rest in perfect peace. 
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SA'T'U'R'DA'Y, SE�P'1TM13� 7, 2024 

V1CTV1'NG 

10:00 am -12:00pm 

St. Charles Borromeo 
Catholic Church 
176 Stage Coach Rd 
Sicklerville, NJ 08081 

ffl'N e-RA'L MASS 

12:00 - 2:00 pm 

St. Charles Borromeo 
Catholic Church 
176 Stage Coach Rd 
Sicklerville, NJ 08081 

Officiating Priest 

Rev. Fr. Wilfred Epie Emeh 

Pall Bearers 

• Fred Alo Makembe
• Prime Kevin Bekondo
• Joseph Atabe Alobwede
• Tyrolt Alo N gole
• Elvis Mukete
• Kermitt Bekondo

WA'K£ 

3:00 pm -12:00 am 

Exquisite Events Resort 
755 S Whitehorse pike 
Hammonton, NJ 08037 

MCs 
Jackie Jua 
Nico Kang

Entrance 

• Song: People Like You by Gramps Morgan

• Casket and Pall Bearers
• Family
• Priest

Father Venerates the Altar (Please Stand) 

Greetings 

Introduction 

Lord, Have Mercy 

Opening Prayer 

Liturgy of the Word (Please Seat) 

• 1st Reading: Wisdom: 3:1-9
Dr. Maureen Muke  

• Inspired Song/Psalm:

Iya's friends led by Lilian Akpe
• 2nd Reading : Romans: 8:31-39

Rachel Senge Metuge (Cousin) 
• Gospel Acclamation

• Gospel:John: 15:9-17
• Homily

• Prayers of the Faithful

Kyle Antonio
Melissa
Kiara Ashley
Lydienne Wunze
Kalen Alo
Samantha Ashley
Cheyenne

Offertory (Please Seat) 

 Josering Mbole Alobwede & Estella Muma
Prayers after Offertory 

 Song by Nieces 
Communion

Commendation prayers/Blessing the Casket 

Biography 

Dr. Wele Elangwe 
Acknowledgement & Announcements 

Prime Kevin Bekondo (Brother) 
Concluding Rites 

• Final Blessing & Closing Prayer
• Songs
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Celebrant 

Brothers and Sisters, by his death and resurrection, 
Jesus, our Savior, conquered death and restored 

life; let us present our needs before him with faith 

and confidence that he will hear our plea for mercy 
on the dead and consolation on the bereaved family 

1. We pray for the church and her leaders; that

they may be ever faithful in their mission of
bringing the gospel of salvation to all God's
children.
We pray to the Lord, Lord hear us.

Response: Lord graciously hear us

2. Many people die by violence and war each

day; show your mercy to those who suffer

so unjustly these sins against your love,

and gather them to the eternal kingdom of

peace.
We pray to the Lord, Lord Hear us/R

3. In baptism, Iya Isanga Bekondo-Granatella

received the light of Christ. May Christ who

called her be merciful in judging her and

grant her a place of refreshment, rest, and

peace in his heavenly kingdom.
We pray to the Lord, Lord Hear us/R

4- We pray in thanksgiving to God for Iya

Isanga Bekondo-Granatella's life, her love,

kindness, and dedication to the Faith. May

her good deeds go with her, and may our

prayers on her behalf be acceptable before

the throne of God.
We pray to the Lord, Lord Hear us/R

5. For the family of our deceased daughter,

sister, aunt and friend, may the words of

Christ resound in our hearts today : "Do not
let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God

and trust in me for there are many rooms

in my Father's house."
We pray to the Lord, Lord Hear us/R

6. We pray for all who mourn the 

passing of loved ones; that they may 

be consoled by their faith in the Risen 

Lord and the assurances of hope and 

peace in the eternal kingdom of God 

where there will be no more pain or 

sorrow. We also pray for all deceased 

family members especially Pa Daniel 

Bekondo, Ma Senge, Pa Elias, Ma 

Julie, Auntie Lovelyn, Pa Ivo, Pa John, 

Ma Lydia and all departed family 

members and friends.

We pray to the Lord, Lord hear us/R

7. For all of us gathered here, teach us to 

know the shortness of life so that we 

may strive daily to love one another, 

forgive each other, and work for peace 

and unity in our communities.

We pray to the Lord, Lord hear us/R

8. For journey mercies on all travelers, 

especially those here present; that the 

good Lord may keep us safe and grant 

us journey mercies to our various 

destinations.

We pray to the Lord, Lord hear us/R

Celebrant: 

Lord God, giver of peace and healer of 

souls, hear the prayers of the Redeemer, 

Jesus Christ, and the voices of your people, 

whose lives were purchased by the blood 

of the Lamb. Forgive the sins of all who 

sleep in Christ and grant them a place in 

your kingdom. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Friday, September 20 2024

6:30am 
Removal of Corpse 

Bota District Mortuary 

10:00 am - 12:00 noon 

Laying in state 
The Presbyterian Church 

Down Beach, Limbe 

1:00pm 
Funeral Service 

Presbyterian Church Down Beach, Limbe 

Private burial to follow immediately after service 

4:00pm 
Reception 

SS Club Bota, Limbe 

Officiating Ministers 

Rev. Dr. Mokoko Simon Elive 
Rev. Ngalle Simon 

Rev. Patience Emade Ngole 
Rev. Igie Loveline Ndeleyen 

Rev. Abah Emmanuel 

Officiating Groups 
Messiah Choir 

BAPRESCA Choir 
Restoration Choir 

C.W.F.

Pall Bearers 
Fred Alo Makembe 

Prime Kevin Bekondo 
Marla Bekondo 
Etta Bekondo 

Enang Alobwede 
Africa Alobwede 

George Nana 
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Your Last Words to Me 

"Boyy, Happy Birthday to you, Happy Birthday to you, Happy Birthday, Happy Birthdayyyyyyy , 

Happy Birthday to you. God bless you with many, many, many, many amazing, healthy and happy 

and prosperous years. We love you from Massachusetts to Ohio. Tons of hearts and hugs. Happy 

Birthdayyyy!!!" Those were your last words kid sister. We were making plans for you to meet your 

nephews and their mother just this past June. We even joked about the driving distance from 

Cleveland,OH to North Andover, MA. I am really sorry that you never got that opportunity Iya. Rest 

well our champion. 

Kermit Bekondo (Brother) 

Cleveland, Ohio USA 

My Warrior 

Big sis I remember your beautiful and magical smile, your passion and dedication to humanity, your 

love for God and life , your gratitude to everyone and everything around you. Each passing day, it 

hits differently, to imagine that you have become a memory is so hard. If tears could bring you back 

then I would cry a river, God decided to call you back home because you have served humanity and 

your purpose here is done, thus we still give him thanks. I will miss you greatly my warrior like I 

fondly called you. Rest on big sis. 

Iya Emeri Bekondo "Coco" (Baby Sister) 

Cameroon 

You Brought Joy and Happiness to the World 

Sadly, though you are no longer here, you remain ever in my heart. I cherish the fond memories of 

you, my precious and beloved sister. You brought joy and happiness to the world, and you will 

forever live in my heart and mind. 

Adeley Njume (Cousin) 

Belgium. 

You were an Incredible Person 

Today, as we say goodbye to my beloved sister - EE, we also celebrate the incredible person she was. 

She may no longer be with us in body, but her spirit, her love, and her light will continue to guide us. 

She faced her health challenges with grace and courage. Even during the most difficult times, she 

never let go of her hope, her laughter, or her desire to live life to the fullest. The journey of her 

kidney transplant was a testament to her resilience and the immense love she had for life. She 

fought valiantly, always with a smile on her face, even when the days were dark. We will carry her 

memory in our hearts forever, and honor her by living our lives with the same grace, courage, and 

love that she showed us every day. Rest in peace, EE as we called you. You will always be our angel, 

watching over us from above. We love you more than words can express, and we will miss you every 

day. Until we meet again, may you find eternal peace in God's embrace. 

Tyrolt Ngole (Cousin) 22 

Minnesota, USA 

























Question Not the Path 

-Unknown-

Each of us walk a path through life 

Fashioned by the father's hand 

Mountains valleys dip and turns 

It is here we fall or stand 

Oftimes, we become discouraged 

AB we look around us to see 

How other's paths may be easier 

Than one He chose for you and me 

The Father in His great wisdom 

Chose the path that we would need 

To draw us ever close to Him 

AB we bow down on bended knee 

His design for each mountain and valley 

Is to make us unbroke and strong 

A mountain to straighten our faith 

And a valley where dwells a sweet song 

If we never had mountains or valleys 

No dips or no twisting turns 

We would never become like the One 

Of whom our heart desperately yearns 

Question not the path that he gives 

He deigned it especially for you 

In His love and infinite mercy 

God will be there to walk you through. 

Favorite Poem 

Given to Iya by her Big Sis, 

Sharon Romero-Ekiti 

To love and be loved 

- Iya Isanga Bekondo-Granatella-

To love and be loved is a 

beautiful thing. Get you a 

Lover who loves you through 

and through. In sickness and in 

health. In down times and high 

times. In poverty and in wealth. 

Get yoursel f a compassionate heart. 

A loyal one. 

Optimistic one. 

Forget those pakoro ones. 

Especially the ones who try 

To use your health conditions 

against you. 

Like they were store bought. 

Forget them. 

Or those ones who treat you 

with contempt. 

They use pity to be condescending. 

Don't fall for it. 

Compassion is not pity. 

Empathy is not pity. 

Love is not pity. 

Love is understanding. 

Relating. 

Respect. 

Love is Kind. 

Cherish the ones who stand by you. 

The real ones. 

You will know. 

Love them more. 

Beks 
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